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reveals that the vital part of the tyre is very carefully
"wrapped up " by the rubber lining, the canvas fabric, and
the outer cover.
The company invite an inspection of their showrooms at

14, Regent-street, where may be seen all classes of carriages,
ambulances, &c., fitted with the pneumatic tyres.

A NEW TEA INFUSER.

WE have received from Messrs. Marshall, Arthur, and

Co., 180, West Regent-street, Glasgow, a teapot fitted
ith a new contrivance as an infusor, and having

given it trial are able to report favourably upon it.

It consists of an ingenious arrangement, made obvious by
inspection of the accompanying illustration, for separating

the spent tea-leaves from the hot infusion, and without

opening the pot, so that the tea can be kept hot for any
length of time without becoming bitter-so that, in fact,
the tea is an infusion and not a decoction. We have

before now noticed in these columns, and with favour, con
trivances having this object in view, but the " Marguerite "

teapot appears to us to be as efficacious as any, while

it is one of the neatest designs in the market. The

required amount of tea is placed in the strainer and the pot
filled with boiling water. After the necessary time has

elapsed to complete the infusion (from two to ten minutes
according to the hardness of the water or taste as to strength)
the knob of the lid is depressed and the leaves are separated
from the water. This occurs because the under side of the

knob when pressed opens a valve and permits the air pre-
viously confined in the bell-shaped vessel beneath the strainer
to escape. This vessel is immediately filled with fluid in lieu
of the displaced air, and the level of the fluid consequently
sinks in the pot to a point below where the leaves rest. As
we have said, the invention is a particularly neat one, and our
practical trials have given very satisfactory results. One
small thing may prove inconvenient to housekeepers. If the

pot is not filled to the brim the contrivance is clearly useless,
and sometimes a full pot is not wanted.

NORTH-WEST LONDON CLINICAL SOCIETY.-A
clinical meeting was held at the North-West London
Hospital on Nov. 20th, Dr. J. H. Stowers being in the
chair. Dr. R. F. Gill read notes of a case of Pleuritic
Effusion and Pulmonary Cancer. Mr. C. G. Brodie showed
a case of Naevus treated by Electrolysis, and one of Con-
genital Dislocation of the Hip; Dr. Guthrie, a case of
Plumbism and Monoplegia ; Dr. Cagney, a case of Telangi-
ectasis of the Face undergoing treatment; Mr. W. H.
Battle, cases of Bullet Wound of Skull and Intestinal
Obstruction by a large Gall-stone; Dr. Stowers, a case of
Epithelioma of the Back, and one of Tinea Versicolor;
Mr. Mayo Collier, a series of cases of Nasal Obstruction; and
Mr. Jackson Clarke, Hallux Valgus tnd Hammer-toe.

THE ASHANTI EXPEDITION.

A LARGE detachment of officers, non-commissioned officers,
and men left Liverpool last Saturday for Cape Coast Castle
to take part in the forthcoming expedition to Kumasi.
We may assume that-, whether there is to be fighting
or not, there will be an expedition to Kumasi in any
case. Sir Francis Scott made some very pertinent remarks
before he embarked for the Gold Coast as to the differences,
between the conditions that existed in the 1873-74 campaign
and those which obtain at the present time. We know much
more about the country than we did on the last occasion ;
we have not now to deal with a powerful confederation

of tribes, but, on the other hand, the Ashantis are.

better armed than they were. There is time for the

organisation of a large force of native bearers for this

expedition and for the arrangement of everything at

the base, which will be Cape Coast Castle ; and it is

anticipated that the force will reach Kumasi at the end of
about three weeks after starting from the base. Sir Francis
Scott hopes to reach the capital in any case before the end of
January, which will leave time for the return march before
the rainy season sets in. The route from Cape Coast con-
sists of thick bush, but there is a fair road to the River Prah,
although there are places where there is only a narrow track
and where there will be heavy work in cutting away the’
bush. It is expected that the expedition will advance at the
rate of about eight miles a day. The accounts published by
different special correspondents present on the Gold Coast in
1873-74 were highly corroborative of the truthfulness of’
the descriptions given by previous explorers of its climate,
topography, and scenery, and of the characteristics of the
tribes and races inhabiting that country. Bowdich’s nar-
rative of the mission to Ashanti in 1817 gives, for example,
a very graphic and accurate description of the country and
people. The Ashantis are a fine, warlike race, very superior
to the other West Coast natives. The Fantis, for example,.
on whom they vrere constantly making inroads and attacks,
are the reverse, for they are a weak and timid people, who’
cannot be trusted as bearers or transport, and invariably
drop their loads and run away on being attacked. The chief’

difficulty to be overcome is the commissariat, and the-

transport of supplies for the force, and it is very pro-
bable that a store depot will be formed on the present
occasion at the River Prah where it is crossed by
the troops in their advance on Kumasi. The Ashantis,
as we have said, are a brave race, as our own experi-
ence has proved, but we strongly suspect that we shall
have more to fear from the climate and dense bush than from
the fighting qualities of the Ashantis, if they are really
determined on opposing the advance of the British force..
The right season has been selected for the expedition, and
all practicable safeguards appear to have been taken about
its preparation and arrangements in this country, and we.
may now safely wait events. The battalion recently dis-
embarked at Gibraltar from the Malabar is now awaiting
orders for Ashanti. As we have already announced, the
medical arrangements for the expedition are now almost

complete, and, as has been stated, Surgeon-Colonel Taylor-
will act as the principal medical officer. He leaves Liverpool,
to-day (Saturday) accompanied by five other officers of the

Army Medical Staff Corps. In addition to those already
named, the following officers of the Army Medical Staff Corps
have been detailed for the expedition-Surgeon-Lieutenant--
Colonel Blennerhasset, Surgeons-Major Hughes, Wolseley,
Wilson, Beatty, Bartlett, and Hickman, Surgeons-Captain-
Beaver (Scots Guards), O’Callaghan, Josling, Eckersley,
Corcoran, Burke, Wilson, and Maher, and Surgeon-Lieutenant
Spencer.


